
  APA	  minutes	  

1/2 

DRAFT 
 
DATE:	  	   Wednesday,	  February	  26	  
TIME:	   	   11:00	  am	  
PLACE:	   online,	  Kathy	  Ransom	  organizer	  

 
I. Call to order:   
 
II.  Roll call: Monika Smith, Krista Gowland, Kathy Ransom, Greg McRitchie. Tobla 

Howell guest.  Monika Smith recording secretary 
 

III. Agenda:  MOTION to approve agenda Krista Gowland, second Greg McRitchie. 
APROVED 
 

IV. MOTION to approve of minutes from last meeting Krista Gowland, second Kathy 
Ransom, APPROVED 
 

V. President’s report: adopted as read 
 

VI. Treasure’s report:  MOTION to approve treasure’s report Kathy Ransom, second 
Greg McRitche.  APPROVED.  Balance $18,737.83.  AFA operating grant and 
Casino submission February 28.  Discussion on acquiring bookkeeping services 
as it’s expected to have increasingly complex bookkeeping in future and 
consistency must be maintained in the books. 
 

VII. Committee reports: 
A) Membership, Kathy Ransom reports over 60 members. 
 
B) Survey update and report. Tobla Howell reports that a draft of the survey 
report will be circulated to the board by March 1, 2014. 
 
C) Website update.  Monika Smith reports more content is needed to keep 
website interesting and current. Tobla Howell recommended adding Google 
analytics to track usage. Krista Gowland suggested adding a regular artist feature 
and content from the artist, plus a small number of photos as a way to highlight 
specific artists on the website.  EG:  http://finemessblog.blogspot.ca/  
http://www.finemesspottery.com/ 
 

VIII. Open Issues 
A) Grant applications status:  CADA, AFA, Casino.  Tobla Howell reported on 
the CADA grant.  It has been submitted. The focus was on fitting into the CADA 
arts plan.  APA fits into the ‘arts incubation’ sector. Krista Gowland will submit the 
AFA and Casino grants 
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B) Strategic Plan update.  Monika Smith reports that all the board (six) and 
the following people have agreed to take part in the planning session (eight):   
Christine Armstrong (CADA), Mike Bond (Ceramics Canada), Louise Cormier, 
Tobla Howel, Trudy Golley (RDC), Paul Leathers (past president Manitoba Crafts 
Council), Connie Pike, Teresa Wyss (brand new member)  
 
MOTION to spend $300 for food services at the strategic planning event Krista 
Gowland, second Kathy Ransom. APPROVED. 
 
C) Burt Church/MESA-type event.  Greg McRitchie reported that Denis 
Tinkler would be interested in hosting an APA event.  Monika Smith to contact.  
Greg McRitchie added that Empty Bowls (Airdrie Food Bank initiative) would be 
held June 21, 2014 and had been a great venue to do demos and sell handmade 
bowls. The Airdrie Food Bank is also completing its new location with meeting 
rooms available. There may be opportunities to work with the public to have a clay 
event, eg a tile project. It may be that an event with Empty Bowls and a MESA 
type of project may be a good concept.  Greg McRitchie to report on ideas. 
 

IX. New Business 
A) APA sponsoring 1000 Miles Apart aprons, request from RDC (Trudy 
Golley).  APA sponsored aprons in previous years.  Board agrees to support this 
initiative once details on costs, etc are presented. 
 
B) APA AGM, date, location, workshop, budget.  Monika Smith raised the 
question of the date of the AGM, etc.  Board agreed on June 7, 2014.  Ceramics 
Canada is interested in being the AGM/workshop location as it has a meeting 
room that would accommodate some 25 people. Food services need to be 
addressed.  Workshop: Tony Hansen to do a glaze workshop after a discussion 
on various topics of interest to the board and members;  comments by Mike Bond 
mentioned that Ceramics Canada patrons have asked about glaze courses.  
Monika Smith to contact Tony Hansen and Mike Bond. 
 
C) Board discussed GoToMeeting.  Agreement that online meeting was a 
success and welcome for future meetings.  Some glitches getting organized and it 
became apparent that headphones must be used otherwise the online meeting is 
interrupted with feedback and echoes. Kathy Ransom and Monika Smith will test 
another online software, eg Webex before the strategic planning session.  A 
motion will be made at the session on which software to purchase and at what 
cost. 
 

X. Next Meeting:  online, March 26, 11:00 am 
  

XI. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn Kathy Ransom.  12:50 pm. 


