
Minutes of the Alberta Potters Association 

AGM May 26, 2012, Lethbridge, AB 

 

Call to Order 4:45 pm 

Quorum declared by President Elaine Harrison 

Attendance:  19 members signed attendance sheet 

Minutes:  Recorded by Heather MacDonald-Sorochan and previously mailed and emailed 

                to all members.  Moved by Elaine Harrison, seconded by Aleitha Ward, that the 

                minutes of May 28, 2011 be accepted as distributed.  Carried. 

 

Old Business: 

1.  Connie Cooper tried to track down the long missing Mexican piece, but it is gone and 

     not to be found. 

2.  Friends of the APA:  Kelly Vander Hooft explained the donation form (what the  

     donation would support, and what the donor would be entitled to as a “friend”) to be 

     passed on to the new executive.  It was suggested that the denominations be changed 

     from shino, celadon, tenmoku and lustre to platinum, gold, silver and bronze,  and that 

     the APA logo be included on the form.  It was moved by Jim Marshall, seconded by 

     Connie Cooper, that the form be accepted with the changes made.  Carried.  The new 

     executive will mail out the form to ceramic suppliers and acquaintances and it will be 

     posted on the APA website. 

3.  Vote to change Bylaw:  See Attachment.  Discussion whether Honourary Member 

     section should be deleted or replaced by an Awards section and the process for doing 

     so.  It was decided to leave the Honourary Member section in the Bylaws with one  

     change.  It was moved by Krista Gowland, seconded by Carmen Bankonin, to make a 

     friendly amendment to delete clause iv under Article 1, Part 1, Section c.  Carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Karen Dormaar absent 

See Attachment.  It was moved by Dixie Baker, seconded by Aleitha Ward to accept the 

treasurer’s report as presented.  Carried. 

 

President’s Report:  Elaine Harrison 

1.  Alberta in a Box Show—nothing was broken in transit, although some damage  

     occurred at the galleries.  Les Manning commented that the packing for shipment 

     was one of the best he has seen. 

2.  The website was updated and will be co-ordinated with the new executive. 

3.  We did not succeed in getting workshops to rural areas, but contacted all the Guilds 

     that we could find.  Stephen Evans suggested that the APA compile a list of members 

     who offer workshops. 

 

Membership Report:  Heather MacDonald-Sorochan 

We reached a total of 111 members from June 1, 2011 to today.  For the coming year, we 

have 47 renewals or new memberships, and three guilds have signed up as “newsletter 

members”—entitled only to receive our newsletter. 



Visual Arts Alberta Association Report: Phil Switzer absent 

He is not able to continue as our rep with the VAAA. 

 

Alberta Craft Council Report:  Dawn Deterando absent 

The ACC provided excellent publicity for our show AB in a Box. 

 

Newsletter Report:  Louise Cormier 

We tried to put out four per year but there is difficulty in getting members to send in 

information.  Aleitha Ward thanked Louise for the great job done.  It was suggested that 

members could send information about shows they are holding and that possibly each  

region could take a turn putting out the newsletter for a portion of the year, or that an 

honorarium could be paid for help in getting out the newsletter (as our bylaws state that 

we cannot hire people).  The new executive will network, possibly with ACAD or on 

Facebook. 

 

District Report:   

Calgary Clay Arts Association—Connie Cooper 

Efforts were made to establish links with the City of Calgary Public Art Dept.,  took part 

in a group show, “Urban Wild” in the ‘Open Spaces, Window to a View’ program, 

attended planning  meetings for The Arts Factory, a purpose built venue for artists, and  

attended a King Edward School Open House—a new space for Arts Groups. 

Work is already in progress for next year’s AGM—ACAD is a venue for demos, etc. and 

Websters Gallery is confirmed for a show.  The website has been updated and a blog 

added.  Presentations were held by Neil Liske, Connie Pike on the 2010 NCECA 

conference, Aaron Nelson on Medalta and the Residencies Program, Michael Benoit on 

the Arts Factory, and Barbara Greendale on packing 3-D work.  Other activities were a 

Salt/Soda firing at Medalta and a Paper Kiln workshop led by Loretta Macnab and a 

Christmas sale.  Connie Cooper is stepping down as President of the CCAA and Monika 

Smith will take on those duties. 

 

New Business:  Kelly Vander Hooft presented Awards of Appreciation to the following: 

Dawn Deterando, Brian McArthur and Anna Rasmussen from Red Deer, Sharon 

Aaltonen, Jim Marshall, Harvey Fix, Alan Jensen, and Les Manning from Medicine Hat, 

Christian Barr and Enzien Kufeld from west of Edmonton, and Alan Knowles and 

Tammy Parks-Legge.   

 

New Executive:  It was moved by Carmen Bankonin, seconded by Rosemary Foder, that 

the slate of officers be accepted as presented:  President—Monika Smith, Vice-

President—Connie Cooper, Recording Secretary—John Robertson, Treasurer—Krista 

Gowland, Membership Secretary—Kathy Ransom, Member at Large—Darlene Swan 

Carried.  Website Manager—Connie Pike 

 

Adjournment:  Moved by Darlene Hare, 5:50 pm 

   


